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DEVELOPMENT TRUST





EDINBURGH OLD TOWN DEVELOPMENT TRUST

The Edinburgh Old Town Development Trust (EOTDT) was set up by local residents in 2009 to help the Old Town develop in a way that improves the quality of life for residents and the wider community. It is a company limited by guarantee and is committed to being an open, democratic organisation and to work in partnership with other bodies to bring about meaningful and sustainable change.

BACKGROUND

The Trust grew out of community opposition to major redevelopment proposals for the Old Town, in particular the so-called “Caltongate” scheme for a large site to the east of Waverley Station. Working under the acronym SOOT (Save our Old Town) the Canongate Community Forum conducted an energetic campaign against proposals by a London developer on the grounds that the scheme would be likely to destroy rather than support the already stressed local community.

Although the scheme was granted planning approval, the development foundered in the economic crisis of 2008/9. Meantime the Community Forum received a grant from the Scottish Community Action Research Fund to investigate local economic and social needs.  The result was the 2008 Report on the Canongate Project (see www.eh8.org.uk). This concluded inter alia that the residential population needed support and facilities (including more accessible housing) in order to maintain a “living city”, there was a need for affordable premises for start-up and local businesses, and a need for safe and accessible green spaces. The Report recommended that a community development trust be formed to implement the community’s aspirations. 

At the same time residents around the Grassmarket were becoming increasingly stressed by the local authority’s inability to control disturbances by late-night drinking in the area, partly due to the relentless promotion of Edinburgh’s “night time economy”. The two community groups realised they shared problems and after several months of discussion by a wide-ranging Steering Group, EOTDT was formally constituted in 2009.
AIMS AND ACTIVITIES

The Trust has four main aims:

1. To provide a vehicle for community-led development of Edinburgh Old Town that meets identified community needs, through encouraging the involvement of local residents in planning and implementing specific initiatives;

2. To work towards a low carbon, sustainable urban community;

3. To preserve the diverse culture and historic integrity of Edinburgh’s Old Town;

4. To work with other organisations to create a healthy, balanced and sustainable urban economy, which supports its residential community effectively and provides an appropriate range of employment opportunities for Edinburgh residents.

The Trust will work towards achieving its aims by:  

· Assessing the resources, needs and aspirations of the community as a whole. This will serve as the foundation for the Trust’s activities and future projects.

· Instigating, leading and supporting projects that will have a positive impact on the Old Town community and are sustainable for future generations. Current projects include:

· The Patrick Geddes Gardening Club aims to ‘green’ parts of the old town

· A pilot food cooperative

· Plans to transform the redundant Canongate Venture into a community-based social enterprise

· Collecting and publishing  local oral history

· A survey mapping of the assets and needs of the old town and its residents. 
HOW TO GET IN TOUCH

If you would like to find out more about Edinburgh Old Town Development Trust, become a member or assist with one or more of our projects, please get in touch. 

Visit our website www.eotdt.org or phone/text 07598323440
